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The Orion T I-84+ Talking Graphing Calculator –
Getting Started

What comes in the box?
· Orion T I-84 Plus Talking Graphing Calculator
· Hard slide cover
· Standard A male to Mini-B male USB Cable
· USB Power Adapter
· Earbuds
· Pack of four triple-A batteries
· USB flash drive containing documentation and software
· Quick-Start Guide in braille format
· Quick-Start Guide in print format

What doesn’t come in the box?
· T I -Connectivity Cable

General Orientation and working with the T I-84+ portion
· Slide the cover off and place it on the back.
· 

The bottom  of the calculator is the standard T I-84+ and the top  is the Orion – talking portion.
· Right below the screen are the function keys.
· The basic keypad has approximately 9 rows and 5 columns but they are not perfectly aligned, and some rows are shorter.
· The first and 2nd rows only have 3 buttons and the space for a 4th and 5th button are taken up by arrows – similar to your computer keyboard: left, right, up, and down arrows.
· Turn the calculator on by pressing the “on” button located in the first column, bottom row.
· Turn it off by pressing the 2nd key (located in the first column, top row) followed by the “on” key.
· Press the 2nd key 3 times to enter help mode, and it says: “Help on.” Press it an additional 3 times to exit the help menu, and it says: “Help off.”
· Check out the keypad with help on. It announces the name of the key, and also gives a brief explanation of how to use it.
· Leave help and work a few problems.







General Orientation and working with the Orion portion
· There are six keys on the left side of the Orion portion that resemble a braille cell, and you might want to think of them as dots (or keys) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.
· Dot 1 is the repeat button. Enter a number on the T I-84+ portion and press the Enter key, and the Orion will announce the number. Press Dot 1, and the answer will be repeated.
· Dot 2 decreases the volume and Dot 5 increases the volume.
· Dot 3 will pause your calculator in mid-announcement. Enter a number, have the Orion repeat it, and pause it in the middle by pressing the dot 3. Press it again to continue.
· Dot 3 is also the Ctrl key. Combine it with Dots 2 and 5 to decrease or increase the speech speed.
· Dot 6 is the Shift/Mute key. Enter a number, have the Orion repeat it, and stop it in mid-announcement, and it will not continue. Combining dot 6 with dot 1 gives you a toggle between speech and tone mode.
· Dot 4 is the Pref key, and when combined with Dot 6, it allows for the playback of a graph.
· Dots 3 and 6 held down together can be used for a reset.
· Dot 4 or the Preference key allows you to use the navigation keys on the Orion portion. There is a left, right, up, and down arrow with a home key in the middle. 
· My favorite things to use in the preference menu:
· Battery Status (under Orion Help in older software versions). Make sure you are at 100% before starting a test!!
· Graph Options and Equation Playback Duration. The default is only 4 seconds, and I prefer 14 seconds, especially for more complicated graphs.
· What we all need to check now:
· Firmware Version (under Orion Help in older software versions). If your calculator says 02.00.38, you have the latest update. For complete functionality of the new features in release 2.00.38, you must already be running Version 1.1.0. If you are not running this version, follow the Version 1.1.0 Update instructions first and then return to do the update for Version 2.00.38



Other Important Things to Know:
· Fully charge the Orion battery the first time you use the calculator. This should take about four hours.
· The four triple-A batteries in the TI-84+ eventually need to be replaced, and if they become low, you will receive a message stating this when they are at about 5% capacity.
· Check your battery status before any major test or assignment and make sure the calculator is fully charged and have a spare set of triple-A batteries on hand.
· The ports at the top of the calculator begin with the TI-84 serial link port on the left, followed by the micro port, the Mini-B port (charger port), and finally the earbud jack on the right.





Orion T I-84 Plus Talking Graphing CalculatorTM User's Guide
http://tech.aph.org/gc_info.htm
TSBVI Media Library – 14 videos on the Orion T I-84 Plus
http://library.tsbvi.edu/Browse/Category/9
Orion T I-84 Plus Talking Graphing Calculator Resources http://tech.aph.org/Orion%20TI-84%20Plus%20Documents/gc_res.htm
Orion T I-84 Plus Talking Graphing CalculatorTM Upgrade Instructions
http://tech.aph.org/Orion%20TI-84%20Plus%20Documents/gc_update_2.0.htm
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