Orbit Speak 1.7.5 – release notes
Introduction
Orbit Research is proud to announce software version 1.7.5 for the Orbit Speak device, bringing significant new features, bugfixes and user experience improvements.
This document lists all the new features, changes, and improvements that are available in this software update.
Note: for ease of use and screen reader navigation, each major section is presented as a level 2 heading, and each minor section as a level 3 heading.

New features
This section lists all the new features introduced with this software update.
Simplified volume control
Based on user feedback, we have significantly improved volume control across all applications in the Orbit Speak, including adjustment of the main speech volume.
Here are the main changes:
· Starting with this release, the main volume keys on the left side of the device, adjust the volume for all audio played, including the system sounds and alerts, music volume, internet radio volume, main system voice volume, and the book reader volume. This means that users no longer have to use individual settings to adjust the main speech volume for example.
· Individual volume settings are still available, adjustable using the previous shortcuts for each application or scenario. The main volume will be limited by the maximum parameter chosen individually for each setting. For example:
A user individually decreases the main system voice volume to 5, by using dot 7 + F1, the main volume, which is adjusted by the volume keys, will not increase the speech volume above that set level of 5, while increasing the rest and leaving the speech limited to level 5.
Support for news content providers in the book reader
This version introduces support for NFB NewsLine, as well as Bookshare periodicals in the Book reader application.
These services allow users to access various newspapers and digital publications from around the world.
These services can be accessed from the new “newspapers” category in the book reader categories list.
Please review the updated Orbit Player user guide for instructions on using the book reader application.

Sleep notifications
You can now choose if you want the device to play sounds, or speak a message, when waking the device up or having it go to sleep. This can be done using the new “sleep notifications” setting available under “general options”.

Improvements to the voice recorder
The voice recorder application includes several improvements in this release:
· A new checkbox “play sounds for actions” has been added to the voice recorder settings. This option lets users disable the beeping sounds while starting, stopping, or pausing a recording.
· You can now select a preferred recording source from the voice recorder settings, including “unprocessed audio”. Unprocessed audio produces much clear recording quality, without any audio effects or noise cancellation. This option is experimental, allowing users to select from all the recording sources available in Android. We will later only keep the ones mostly preferred by users.

Remote mode
This release introduces a long-awaited feature, remote mode. This feature allows users to connect the Orbit Speak remotely as a Braille keyboard to a compatible smartphone , Mac or PC. This feature provides a full emulation of our Orbit Writer keyboard, bringing full remote control and text entry on Android, iOS, Mac, and Windows with a compatible screen reader.
Please note: At this time, USB support is only available with a Mac or PC, with both the HID-Orbit and HID-Braille protocols. Support for smartphones is available only via Bluetooth.
Please consult the updated user guide, as well as the Orbit Writer documentation, for a full list of screen reader commands. We also recommend reading the manual for each screen reader for its common commands and Braille keyboard interaction instructions.

Support for additional languages
This release adds localization support for the Spanish language.

Bugfixes
The following is a list of all the bugfixes in this release:
· The book Reader application will now pause when navigating by word or sentence while reading.
· Fixed issues with the jump to time feature in the podcast application not working as expected under some conditions.
· Fixed various bugs and improved OPML file importing / exporting in the podcast application.
· Improved performance when deleting several podcasts at once.
· Resolved an issue which caused the home key not to navigate to the main menu from various submenus.
· Improved announcements when copying / pasting files to and from USB storage in the file manager.
· Resolved an issue with playing some internet radio stations due to missing security certificates.
· Resolved an issue where folder sizes will not correctly report while using USB storage.
· Resolved an issue where sometimes internet radio recording did not get saved to the proper radio recordings folder.
· Resolved an issue where positions during navigation were not announced in the alarm application.
· Resolved a crash when pressing the select key right after disabling Wi-Fi and Bluetooth.
· Resolved an issue of the shuffle mode not working properly in the media player with some albums.
· When creating an alarm, resolved an issue where the device would always default to PM in the AM/PM combo box.
· Improved general stability of the podcast application and book reader.
· Resolved an issue where a user has to press the play key twice to resume reading in the book reader after waking up the device from sleep.
· Resolved issues with navigating by page using the “go to” function in the book reader.
· Resolved an issue in the podcast application where volume will reset after closing and re-opening it.
